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ABSTRAK
Autisma merupakan kecelaruan perkembangan yang memberi impak terhadap kemampuan komunikasi dan interaksi penghidapnya. Statistik terkini menunjukkan peningkatan dalam prevalens autisma. Maka, keperluan terhadap guru pendidikan khas yang terlatih untuk mendidik kanak-kanak yang mengalami autisma turut meningkat. Kajian ini dijalankan untuk mengenal pasti tahap latihan, pengetahuan dan keyakinan guru pendidikan khas tentang autisma.  Kursus perguruan formal didapati kurang berkesan dalam melatih guru pendidikan khas untuk memahami dan mendidik kanak-kanak yang mengalami autisma.  Kualiti latihan dalam perkhidmatan bagi pendidikan autisma hanyalah pada tahap sederhana, tetapi lebih baik daripada latihan perguruan formal. Hal ini menyebabkan guru mempunyai tahap keyakinan yang rendah dalam mendidik kanak-kanak yang mengalami autisma. Namun, mereka berminat untuk menjalani kursus lanjutan untuk meningkatkan kecekapan mereka dalam mendidik kanak-kanak autis. Oleh yang demikian, kursus perguruan formal pendidikan khas perlu ditambah baik melalui tambahan komponen tentang autisma. Guru pendidikan khas juga perlu diberi akses kepada latihan dalam perkhidmatan mengenai autisma kerana bidang pendidikan autisma sentiasa berkembang dan pelbagai strategi terkini telah dibuktikan berkesan melalui kajian saintifik. Kajian lanjut perlu dijalankan untuk mengenal pasti kelemahan-kelemahan dalam kedua-dua jenis latihan perguruan ini dan cara-cara untuk meningkatkan kualiti kedua-duanya.  
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ABSTRACT

Autism is a developmental disorder that negatively impacts the ability for communication and interaction. Current statistics have reported an increase in its  prevalence. Therefore, the need for well trained teachers to teach children with autism has also increased. This study was implemented to investigate the level of training, knowledge, and confidence of special education teachers on autism.  Formal teacher training courses was found to be rather ineffective in training special education teachers to understand and teach children with autism. It has also been found that inservice training is slightly better in quality. This caused them to have low confidence in their ability to teach children with autism. However, they showed interest to undergo advanced courses to enhance their competence in educating children with autism. Therefore, formal special education teacher training needs to be improved through an additional component on autism. Special education teachers also need to be provided with access to inservice training in autism because the field of autism education has progressed and various strategies that have been proven effective scientifically are now available. Further studies need to be carried out to identify weaknesses in both types of teacher training and methods to improve the quality of both in terms on education for children with autism.

Key words: Autism, teacher training, teachers’ knowledge, teachers’ confident level and special education

RUJUKAN

American Psychiatric Association. 1994.  Diagnostic and statistical manual of mental disorders Ed. ke‑4.  USA: APA.
Center for Disease Control and Prevention, Department of Health and Human Services.  CDC Releases New Data on Sutism Spectrum Disorders (ASDs) from Multiple Communities in the United States, February, 2009.

Croen, A., Grether, J.K., Hoogstrate, J. & Selvin, S. 2000. Descriptive Epidemiology of autism in California population: Who is at risk? Journal of Autism and Developmental Disorders  32: 217-224.

Ganz, M. 2006.  “The Costs of Autism,” Understanding Autism: From Basic Neuroscience to Treatment. USA: Havard.

Mavropoulou, S. & Padeliadu, S. 2000. Greek teachers’ perceptions of autism and implications for educational practice: A preliminary analysis. Autism 4(2): 173-183.
National Research Council. 2001. Educating children with autism. U.S.A.: National Academy Press. m/s 225
Philips, S.C. 2005. Tahap Tahap Pengetahuan Mengenai Sindrom Autisme  Di Kalangan Guru Kelas Biasa. http://rmc.upsi.edu.my/v2/ewacana/Sindrom.htm [8 Mei 2009].
Scheuermann, B., Webber, J., Boutot, A., & Goodwin, m. (2003). Problems with personnel preparation in autism spectrum disorders. Focus on Autism and Other Developmental Disorders, 18(3), 197-206. 

Schwartz, H. & Drager, K.D.R. 2008. Training and Knowledge in Autism Among Speech-Language Pathologists: A Survey. Language, Speech & Hearing Services in Schools 39(1): 66-77.

Simpson, R. 2004. Finding Effective Intervention and Personnel Preparation Practices for Students with Autism Spectrum Disorders. Exceptional Children 70(2): 135- 144.

Stone, W.L. & Rosenbaum, J. L. 1988. A comparison of teacher and parent views of autism. Journal of Autism and Developmental Disorders 18(3): 403-414

Volkmar, F.R., Klin, A., & Cohen, D.J. 1997. Diagnosis and classification of autism and related conditions: Consensus and issues. Dlm. Cohen, D.J. & Volkmer F.R. Handbook of autism and pervasive developmental disorders. Ed. ke-2, hlmn 5 - 40. USA: Yale University.

Wing, L. & Gould, J. 1979. Severe Impairments of Social Interaction and Associated Abnormalities in Children: Epidemiology and Classification. Journal of Autism and Developmental Disorders  9: 11-29.
